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Proverbs 21:2 / Mark 10:17-22 
“Wisdom for our Future” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen 

your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and 
resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. 
Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance for understanding and applying this week’s passage.  

• Complete this week’s daily readings of Proverbs 19:1-21:31 and journal your insights. 
Meditate on Proverbs 21:2 this week.   

• Reflect on the hook question and journal your response. 

• Read our story in Mark 10:17-22.  

o Tell the story: Practice telling the story out loud. It should be conversational, not a 
straight reading of the text. 

o Rebuild the story: Answer the questions in the group guide. 

o Debrief the story: Answer the questions in the group guide. Spend some time on the 
passages in question 3 so you will be able to push the discussion along, if needed.  

• Do the “Reflect, Pray & Respond” activity. 

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• TIMESAVER TIP If you have an issue with rambling prayer requests, have a sheet for 

everyone to fill in as they come in.  

• Lead the group through the hook question. If you have people who are shy, ask them to share 
something funny.  

• Lead the group through rebuilding the story. OPTIONAL When you’re finished, you can have 
someone read the story from Scripture so that everyone has the details for the debrief.  

• Lead the group through debriefing the story. Unbelievers in your group can participate, as 
everyone has experiences of being called out in wrongdoing by an authority figure. Pray for 
the Holy Spirit to use the story to draw them closer to Jesus.  

• Review the Reflect, Pray & Respond activity. You can print the questions for the group in 
advance or have them write the questions adown s you are speaking. If you have unbelievers 
in your group, they might not pray. Encourage them to use the time to reflect on what they 
learned about God, men, and themselves.   

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Remind the group to memorize and meditate on the Oct 6 memory passage—Jer. 29:11-13. 

• Connect with all group members during the week to encourage them to do the Reflect, Pray 
and Respond activity. 

• Pray for the believers in your group to apply what they learned. Pray for the unbelievers in 
your group to be drawn to Jesus because of what they experience during these gatherings.  
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 
group guidelines. 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

Share a time when you were absolutely, positively sure that you were right about something and 
later found out you were wrong. How did that realization impact you? How did it impact others (if 
applicable)? 

Read the text This week’s passage is Proverbs 21:2 [1 min] 

Make the connection with the story [1 min] 
We are all apt to be partial in judging of ourselves and our own actions, and to think too favorably 
of our own character, as if there was nothing amiss in it…Whatever our judgment is concerning 
ourselves, the Lord ponders the heart…he weighs it in an unerring balance. 

—Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible  

In our story we are going to learn about a young man whose ways seemed right in his own eyes—
that is, until his heart was weighed by Jesus. 

Tell the story This week’s story is from Mark 10:17-22 [1 min]  

Rebuild the story This week’s story is from Mark 10:17-22 [10 min]  

• What details stood out to you as you listened to the story? [5 min] 

• Who do you relate to in the story? Why? [5 min] 

Debrief the story [20 min] 
• What did we learn about God from this story? [5 min] 

• What did we learn about man from this story? [5 min] 

• What did this story teach us about wise choices, foolish choices, and how they impact our 
future? [10 min] 

Reflect, Pray & Respond [7 min] 
Let’s take a few minutes to review an activity you should do before you go to bed this evening 
and continue until you it is complete. In this activity we’re going to reflect and pray so we’ll know 
how to respond to what we learned from our verse and our story. 

• How should you apply this story in your own life? Reflect on this question and record your 
insights. 

• What have you given up in order to follow Jesus?  What are you still holding on to? Why? 

Reflect on these questions and record your insights.  

• What is God asking you to do? Pray about this question and record your insights. 

• How are you going respond to what God is asking you to do? Pray about this question and 
record your insights. 

Closing [5 min] 

• Everyone should complete the daily readings journal for Proverbs 21:1-22:16. 

• Before you close in prayer, ask everyone to share one thing they learned from this study, one 
thing they will pray about for their spiritual growth, and one thing they will share with someone 
else this week.  
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